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Saxony, your Police – an Review

The year 2019 showed us once again how necessary it is to control and
criticize police work. Yet there have been many incidents in which the
Saxon  police  have  exceeded  so  many  constitutional,  democratic  or
reasonable minimum limits that we would like to list.
The motto of the Saxon police seems to have been "survillance and pu-
nishment". This is mainly due to the authoritarian course of the CDU
(conservative party), which also occupies the Ministry of the Interior
and the Ministry of Justice. Not only left-wing activists, but also all
those who do not fit into the conservative German view of the world
and, above all, liberal democracy and the rule of law itself it’s suffering
from that. Fake News, Political Justice, Police violence, Violation of
Data protection, Racist Violence, Right-wing police(wo)men: All this is
part of everyday life within the police, Saxon conditions do the rest.
The violations of the law, the trivialization of the right and the constant
criminalization to the left destroy democracy and the lives of people
who fight against discrimination and for equality and freedom.

Even more, even harder: the new Saxon police law

The new police law for Saxony was passed in  April  2019 and will
come into force at the beginning of 2020. The months of loud criticism
by civil  society  and  experts  were  ignored  at  all.  Not  only  was  the
procedure a contempt for basic democratic principles, but the whole
law is an attack on liberal freedoms and the rule of law. In almost all
federal states the police laws are intensifying. This is one instrument in
a general authoritarian development. The borders, which should limit

the arbitrariness and the danger of abuse by police(wo)men inside, are
dissolved, the way into a surveillance state is smoothed.
A third of the national territory (30km border strip) can be set up with
automated video surveillance with facial recognition.  The creation of
comprehensive  movement  profiles  is  made possible.  The police  gets
massively  upgraded  –  e.g.  with  hand  grenades  and  machine  guns.
“Dangerous People” and their friends can be monitored and restricted.
These are persons whom the police consider to be somehow "dange-
rous", although there is no concrete suspicion of criminal offences. This
opens the door to political persecution.  Preventive telecommunications
surveillance, house arrest or contact bans are allowed means. This will
also hit doctors and journalists. 
The borders between the police, secret service and the military will be
weakened. The separation was actually a lesson from the experiences of
fascist National Socialism. 

Deportation in Hildegardstraße

On July 9th of this  year a refugee was to be deported to Spain.  His
mother was injured while breaking into the apartment. But some people
blocked the police car so that it could not drive away. Within a very
short time about 500 people gathered in Hildegardstraße to demonstrate
against  deportation  and  police  violence.  Very  violently  the  police
dragged the deportee through the crowd and drove him away. Some
time later the police beat up many demonstrators, although it was clear
that  everyone  would  soon  leave.  Many  were  seriously  injured  and
traumatized.  Two  people  were  also  arbitrarily  arrested.  Both  are
prosecuted in January 2020. One of the two, a single father of a three-
year-old daughter, is in custody until then. The Solidarity Committee
supports the two defendants. The deportee's family is also supported. 


